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| am pleased to present the 2016/17 Annual Report of the West
Kowloon Cultural District Authority (WKCDA).

Itis a great privilege to chair WKCDA Board at this exciting
juncture when the West Kowloon Cultural District (WKCD) project
progresses from the planning phase to the implementation phase.
| am delighted to be able to report that WKCD is firmly on track
to becoming a world-class integrated arts and cultural district.
Major arts and cultural facilities are rapidly taking shape, while the
development of cultural software in preparation for the opening
of these world-class facilities is well underway. | am grateful to the
outgoing chairman, Mrs Carrie Lam, for her strong leadership and
significant contributions to the WKCD project over the years.

The year under review saw the opening of WKCD's first permanent
facility, the M+ Pavilion, an intimate exhibition and event space.
Meanwhile, the Xiqu Centre's building envelope was completed
and this project moved closer to formal opening. The target of
obtaining the building occupation permit by the end of 2017
remains unchanged, and the Xiqu Centre is scheduled to open in
the fourth quarter of 2018. The giant trusses supporting the M+
main tower and the ground floor superstructure are now clearly
visible. The first phase of the Art Park will be completed by the end
of 2017. In addition, the foundation works for the Lyric Theatre
Complex and the extended basement are almost finished, allowing
for the first contract for major superstructure works to be tendered
in February 2017.
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To pave the way for the opening of the District's arts and cultural
facilities in the coming years, WKCDA continued to actively
engage the arts sector and the wider community. This past year
the Authority presented a series of exhibitions at the M+ Pavilion
alongside M+ Screenings. An array of well-received performing
arts programmes returned, including Rising Stars of Cantonese
Opera, the Freespace Happening series and Producers’ Network
Meeting and Forum to name just a few. | was pleased to take part
in one of the Freespace Happening events and to be able to share
in the happiness of participating families and young people. The
Authority also fostered stronger connections with arts and cultural
institutions around the world.

In his 2017 Policy Address, the then-Chief Executive made the
announcement that the Enhanced Financial Arrangement (EFA)
for WKCD would be implemented. On the one hand, the EFA will
provide the Authority with adequate financial capability to develop
the remaining arts and cultural facilities under an organic growth
approach while also ensuring that resources are available for the
Authority to operate WKCD sustainably. On the other hand, it will
allow the Authority to retain ownership of all land and premises
within WKCD, which will ensure a more holistic and comprehensive
approach to the development of the District and help us maintain
its integrity in the long run. The Authority will continue to adopt a
pragmatic approach to implementing WKCD, practising rigorous
cost control for individual facilities and exploring proactively various
means to contain recurrent costs while at the same time increase
income.

| was honoured to represent the Authority to sign the Collaborative
Agreement on the development of the Hong Kong Palace Museum
(HKPM) with Dr Shan Jixiang, Director of the Palace Museum, on 29
June 2017 at WKCD's temporary Nursery Park, where the future
HKPM will stand. The sighing ceremony was witnessed by President
Xi Jinping, then-Chief Executive Mr Leung Chun-ying, and then-
Chief Executive-elect and former WKCDA Board Chairman Mrs
Carrie Lam. This defining moment underlined WKCDA's incessant
quest for fulfilling the vision to develop WKCD into a world-class
integrated arts and cultural district comprising local, traditional and
international elements and strengthening Hong Kong's position
as a leading cultural metropolis and icon. Construction of the
museum, to be funded by a generous donation of HK$3.5 billion
from the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust, is scheduled to
commence in 2018, with a view to achieving completion in 2022.

REEENNXAENRIERARRBFEEMA
EERUEEBEHEMANGERRNBHE - 8
E-FRMBS=ER—RIRE - RS ETH
FHEERRRI M+IR, BB G - EEBTERE
HESRRFMONREZMEE - QEHEHEERN
TBERER, - "THEAIRT) - UETSRUEABRER
EimiB, % R RESEHETHER—ETBH,

EEF BB R R R X TSR R
HOELE -

FETRRER2017EBRESETERABENMET
IR RHE - AMBRH—TEREEFRMHRE
MM REET] - UAHBEREXEBRTHOXKE
st - WEREERARENERFEEERN -
F—AH  IMEMBLRHREERREXKENAE
T RRRIFEE - ERBEXCEEERNEER
LH @ REGRXLENTEN - EBEERRNE
EERNBENAVERANER - RIS EREN
A WERS RRIRETARIITE ©

BRBALERREERERE Y RRERERD
BiIpEEEENES X LIEMEERTEERE
FEEAEBEREBTEFEE  BIETHRRE
RiRESE - BRNETTRRERIITEERESR
FEMEBHZTMWRET - R20174F6H29HER N
BEREEAR  BEBNE XL EYENRKREL
4T - SEEERAZTOISREEES NG - BUIER
AN ER A —ER AT B EGS SN ERR
TEWHEREEMNBANES  BASEBES
XA KREERZEMMAL o FHWE XL EYEE
EEEEORECAESHIMIENGEEBTEY
R - FBETHA2018FENT » LIEAR20224E55RY



| WEST KOWLOON CULTURAL DISTRICT AUTHORITY BEAX K BEESF | ANNUAL REPORT 2016/17 &R | OO7

CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT

FREHRE
| am indebted to the invaluable counsel and devotion of Mr Ronald BROBHEERETFEEREEREEERNE
Arculli, Vice-Chairman of the Board, and all the Board members BE—FNEEZEM - RTRSBATEFRLEC
who have contributed to the project over the last year. | would also B FTELAGEEAREEER ZEMNEE - [
like to express my gratitude to Professor John Leong Chi-yan, B BREBSFIERZEE - WBARAESEREHAEN
Chairman of the Consultation Panel, for leading the Panel to serve as HERANRHEEERR - IS - ROFAEHE BN
a bridge between the public and WKCDA. My gratitude also goes to HNANLEBETIHE - &% BEFEALARALR
all members of the committees, the boards of the subsidiaries and BRNERE  BEtMZSERRBERATFHERM
the Consultation Panel for their advice. | also sincerely appreciate XHFe
the tireless efforts of all WKCDA staff. Last but not least, | would
like to thank members of the public and our stakeholders for their
views and support for the project throughout the years.

As the delivery of WKCD progresses firmly, | look forward to FEEFNERIES @E] » HERI AR AR HEEER

celebrating with everyone the openings of its world-class facilities. BENEAEH R R EREAA

Matthew Cheung Kin-chung, GBM, GBS, JP

IREER - KEEHIBNE, GBS, JP

Chairman of the Board of the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority
AAXKEEEREERERFE

Hong Kong, 28 September 2017
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